
 

 

 

         UCSJ PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

Great theologians say that we see more like dwarves sitting on the shoulders of giants. not because our 

sight is superior but because the giants raise us up, and by their great stature add to ours. 

 

The UCSJ we inherited in 2010 after the untimely passing of Micah Naftalin had accomplished great 

things. Continued support of the Jackson-Vanick bill and the Lautenberg Amendment against the 

opposition of the Jewish Establishment: supporting and leading the grassroots travel of brave Jewish 

Americans to the Soviet Union to aid Refuseniks and Poor Relatives against the actions of the KGB 

and OVIR;, leading the great March on Washington, and the founding of Human Rights groups all 

around the former Soviet Union. 

 

The former Presidents Lou Rosenblum, Irene Manekofsky, Si Frumkin, Morey Schapiro, Stuart 

Wertman Bob Gordon, the indefatigable Pamela Braun Cohen, and Yossi Abramovitz left a great trail to 

follow. 

 

Others were also trailblazers. Donna Arzt who introduced me to the UCSJ and founded the Soviet 

Jewry Legal Advocacy Center nurturing Professor Irwin Cotler in filing the Anatoly (now Natan) 

Sharansky brief to the Soviet Union as well as the l briefs she produced for Ida Nudel, Zalman 

Zunshine and others in the Gulag. 

 

Jacob Birnbaum and Glenn Richter founders of the Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry.; Genya Intrator, 

founder of the Prisoners Committee operating from her apartment in Toronto and reaching out to the 

Gulag to provide hope to those prisoners suffering under that awful regime. 

 

There were many  others such as Enid Wertman, Lynn Singer, Moshe Decter, Hal and Selma Light, Eva 

Seligman-Kenard, Sheila Galland, Hinda Cantor, Bill Cohen, Sandy Cantor, Harvey Barnett, David 

Waksberg, Pam's right hand, and the wonderful Marilyn Tallman who sent hope from our office in 

Highland Park to Refuseniks and their families. And of course our own Judy Patkin, Joel and Adele 

Sandberg 

 

Across the nation, others such as  Bob and Miriam Wolf, Lil Hoffman, Shirley Goldstein, Judy Balint, 

Lorel Pollak, Miriam Rosenblum, Sheldon Benjamin, Sandy Spinner, and Paul Appelbaum were 

working to support our efforts. 

 

What have we done in the nine years since moving out of Micah's basement?   We've established a 

professional working office with a great Executive Director, Anastasiia Aseeva, and staff in downtown 

DC, and maintained financial stability and a working web site that tells the world what is happening in 

the FSU as it relates to anti-Semitism, human rights and the progress of democracy.   In doing so we 

have strengthened the relationship with our collegial partners in the FSU and continued to feed funds to 

the FSU where it is most needed, in Georgia, Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus. 

 



The UCSJ is now a significant voice on the International Religious Freedom Roundtable (IRFR) 

meeting with the representatives of the UC government on a regular basis.  UCSJ also is a member of 

the workgroup at the US State Department and takes the vigorous role in communicating decision-

makers on combating Anti-Semitism. We are the strongest voice for Jewish interests and are called on 

to help in many diverse situations.  UCSJ sent its director, Dr. Leonid Stonov, as part of a successful 

IRFR mission to Kazakhstan to help liberalize that country’s religious freedom laws:  UCSJ is planning 

to go to Ukraine to start a religious freedom round table for that country working with the leadership of 

the human rights movement of Ukraine 

 

For the last nine years, our office in Lviv has actively fought to protect Jewish cemeteries and cultural 

sites from encroachment by the Lviv government. We are on the path to winning our suits on behalf of 

the Jewish citizens of Lviv. 

 

In 2012 we successfully fought against the opposition of the Jewish Establishment and others for 

passage of the Magnitsky bill that is now the most powerful weapon to punish human rights violators. 

We see in the actions of Vladimir Putin and his henchmen how powerful this weapon is in bringing out 

in the open the unlawful activities of the Russian leadership and oligarchs. 

 

Over the last seven years, we have hired Slava Likhachev to monitor anti-Semitism and human rights 

violations in Ukraine. His reports are based on facts, not conjecture. They have been very helpful in 

combating Russian cyber attacks on Ukraine. These attacks have charged that Ukraine is the most anti-

Semitic country in the world. Slava's factual reporting has rejected these false accusations. Thus 

keeping the anti-Semites at bay and giving help to Josef Zissels in his work representing nonsectarian 

Jewish Ukrainians 

 

At the same time, UCSJ conducted a fact-finding trip to Ukraine spending considerable time in the 

Dnieper with the Orthodox community and later in Kiev and Odessa with the Progressive and 

Conservative Jewish communities. This trip included working with Action for Post-Soviet Jewry to see 

their humanitarian work in practice. 

 

And finally, we have a well-rounded Board of Directors which can lead the organization for the 

foreseeable future. 
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