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1. Attacks motivated by antisemitism
No cases of antisemitic violence were recorded in 2019, according to monitoring data.
However, one case became known for us
. During a conflict that turned into a clash, the attackers resorted to antisemitic abuse against one of the victims (at least, as the victim claims). But antisemitism was neither the cause of the attack nor a significant part of the conflict, - it was driven by political confrontation. Therefore, it cannot be said that the incident was motivated by antisemitism, so we did not include it in the statistics.
Since the beginning of the systematic monitoring, in the previous period, as a result of violent hate incidents:
● the number of victims: 8 people in 2004, 13 people in 2005, 8 in 2006, 8 in 2007, 5 in 2008, 1 person in 2009, 1 person in 2010, no antisemitic incidents were recorded in 2011, 4 people and three incidents in 2012, 4 in 2013, 4 in 2014, 1 in 2015, and also 1 person in 2016. No one was affected in 2017 and 2018.
As evidenced by the factual data collected over 15 years, it was the spike of antisemitic crimes in 2005. After 2007, there has been a notable decline. The number of such incidents has remained steadily low over the last ten years. In addition to the quantitative characteristics, there was the wave of the most violent street attacks with a real threat to the lives of the victims, in 2005-2007. According to recent years’ statistics, after a certain increase in the number of attacks in 2012-2014, the indicators decreased to the minimum in 2015-2016, and no anti-Semitic violence in Ukraine was recorded in 2017-2019.
2. Vandalism motivated by antisemitism
Physical damage to Jewish infrastructure buildings (namely, synagogues and community centers) or gravestones in Jewish cemeteries and Holocaust memorials, for example, breaking glass and arsons, as well as graffiti (on the above-mentioned objects) of anti-Semitic and/or neo-Nazi character that indicate ideological motivation, was classified as vandalism.
In 2019, 14 cases of anti-Semitic vandalism were reported.
Over the last 15 years, the following dynamics have been recorded, according to our monitoring: in 2004 - 15 cases of anti-Semitic vandalism, in 2005 - 13, in 2006 - 21, in 2007 - 20, in 2008 - 13, in 2009 - 19, in 2010 - 16, in 2011, 2012 and 2013 - 9 cases, in 2014 - 23, in 2015 - 22, in 2016 - 19, in 2017 - 24 cases, and in 2018 - 12 cases.
Timeline
● On January 7, the windows were broken in the building of the Drohobych Choral Synagogue (Lviv region) by unknown vandals. The incident took place at about 5 PM
.
Most likely, the attackers used slingshots or threw stones from behind the fence, without approaching the building itself.
The community informed law enforcement agencies about the incident.
The choral synagogue of Drohobych was built in the middle of the XIX century. It is one of the largest synagogues in Eastern Europe. After World War II, the building first housed a fabric warehouse, then a salt warehouse, and a furniture store. The building was in a state of disrepair for a long time, and the restoration was started by the community about ten years ago. The synagogue was reopened in the summer of 2018.
● On February 14, an act of anti-Semitic vandalism against “walls of memory” from the remains of matzevas (tombstones) in the territory of a former Jewish cemetery was identified in Kolomyia (Ivano-Frankivsk region).
Stencil graffiti with a schematic representation of a person throwing a hexagonal star in the trash bin was painted on the matzevas
.
● On March 16, a memorial table was broken at a Jewish cemetery in Bohuslav, Kyiv region
.
● On April 24, an act of vandalism took place in Lviv at the site of Turei Zahav (Golden Rose) Synagogue, which was destroyed by Nazis. Swastikas were painted on the commemorative plaques with a black marker, as well as a neo-Nazi code number 14/88 was painted on the preserved wall of the former synagogue
.
● On April 24, one of the information stands (“Babi Yar before the war”) was broken by the vandals, who also broke the glass on another stand (“The Destiny of the Jews”) on the territory of the Babi Yar National Historical and Memorial Site in Kyiv. The legs of one of the stands were sawed away
. 
According to the source, a similar incident took place one month earlier.
● On May 21, it became known that the Holocaust Memorial near the place of mass shootings of World War II was desecrated in Poltava. “Death to the Jews” slogan and the SS logo were painted on the monument with black paint. An earlier anti-Semitic inscription was also found on an information stand nearby. The Memorial and the Mournful Mother monument nearby have been repeatedly desecrated in recent years. It seems that, according to the handwriting and content of the inscriptions, it was made by the same vandal.
An earlier anti-Semitic inscription was also found on an information stand nearby
. 
The Memorial and the Mournful Mother monument nearby have been repeatedly desecrated in recent years. It seems that, according to the handwriting and content of the inscriptions, it was made by the same vandal.
The memorial was erected at the site of the mass shootings of about ten thousand inhabitants of Poltava, mostly Jews, who were murdered by the Nazis in 1941-1943 during the occupation.
● On the morning of July 21, an unknown man threw three stones that he brought in his bag, to the synagogue's facade and smashed glass at the front door. The incident took place on Pushkin Street (Kryvyi Rih). A 33-year-old man was arrested by the National Police officers. It later emerged that he has a mental disorder and was registered at a psychiatric hospital.
The offense was qualified for Art. 296 of the Criminal Code (“hooliganism”)
.
Several similar cases of damage to Holocaust monuments occurred last year. According to investigators, all the acts were committed by the same person.
● On August 17, a memorial to the victims of the Holocaust near the Berizky village (Mykolaiv region) was desecrated. Swastikas and abusive words were scratched on the monument. Criminal proceedings were opened
.
● On September 15, it became known that another memorial to the victims of the Holocaust was desecrated. The monument is located near the Bohdanivka village (Mykolaiv region). Swastikas and swearing on the pedestal were scratched, too. A letter with threats on behalf of the “Ukrainian people” was secured to the monument: “Come to your senses, kikes, and stop it, because the sale of Ukrainian land will lead you to the Holocaust very soon”
.
The crime was pre-qualified according to Part 2 of Art. 297 (“abuse of the mass grave”) and Part 1 of Article 161 (“violation of equality of citizens depending on their ethnic or religious origin”) of the Criminal Code of Ukraine
.
● On September 17, it became known about a third similar case of vandalism. Similar inscriptions and swastikas were found at a memorial to the victims of the Holocaust in Holovanivsk settlement of the Kirovohrad region
. This time, the inscription “Haydamaky consecrated their knives” was added. Again, a letter with threats due to the “sale of Ukrainian land” on behalf of the “Ukrainian People” was attached. In this case, criminal proceedings were opened under Part 1 of Article 161 of the Criminal Code
.
On October 4, it became known that the suspected offender was arrested in Kyiv. According to the SBU (the Security Service of Ukraine) statement, “one of the representatives of the artistic community of Kyiv is a fanatical supporter of the swastikas and runes used by the Nazis”. As a result of a house-check, Nazi and neopagan symbols for decoration of premises, facades, and fences were found. In particular, several dozen metal swastikas were made by him. The maps of Kirovohrad and Mykolayiv regions with notes and marks of acts of vandalism and aerosol paints of gray and black colors were found, as well. An electric power saw supposedly used by the attacker to carve swastikas on the monuments was seized.
The detainee was served with charges of crimes under Part 1 of Art. 161 and part 3 of Art. 297
.
● On October 17, the Holocaust memorial located in the area of Pishchana Hora near Yavoriv city (Lviv region) was desecrated by the vandals. The memorial plate was scratched, the iron chains from a fence were stolen and the steps to the monument were broken.
This incident drew attention to the fact that the place was quite in a bad state, already. It had a lot of garbage around, as people have often been gathering there for camping
.
● On November 25, two red swastikas were found at the Sholem Aleichem monument in Kyiv
. The incident caused a broad media response, both locally and internationally
.
The All-Ukrainian Council of Churches and Religious Organizations condemned the actions of the vandals
.
The incident was documented by the Pechersk Police Department's investigation team. The investigation department opened criminal proceedings under part 1 of Art. 296 (“hooliganism”) of the Criminal Code of Ukraine
.
The monument was cleaned the next day.
Sholem Aleichem is a writer and playwright of the end of XIX - early XX century, he is one of the classics of Yiddish literature. He was born and lived on the territory of modern Ukraine for most of his life.
● On December 24, a swastika was painted on a sign at the entrance to the synagogue in Rivne
.
3. Threats
● On April 27, an unknown person called the police in Kyiv and said that the bombs would be planted in churches and synagogues at Easter.
The phone bully was arrested shortly after the call. His actions were qualified under Part 2 of Article 259 (“a deliberately false message about a threat to the security of citizens”) of the Criminal Code
.
● On the morning of May 27, an email was sent to the central Brodsky Synagogue (Kyiv) from “Motorola the Terrorist”. The sender's address was listed as “motorola_dnr_1488@mail.ee”. It was stated that a homemade time bomb was planted in the synagogue. According to the anonymous “terrorist”, another bomb was planted in a car parked nearby
.
People were urgently evacuated from the synagogue premises. The bomb was not found.
● On the morning of July 15, an email with a threat to mine the same synagogue was sent. It was stated that “a homemade mercury bomb was planted”. Anti-Semitic swearing and threats were also included. The sender's address was signed by the name of Dmytro Yarosh (however, the letter was written in Russian)
.
The bomb was not found, but the synagogue had to be closed that day. Yosef Asman, the synagogue headman, posted on his Facebook page that the police had arrived at least an hour later
.
4. Public manifestations of antisemitism
4.1.  Antisemitism in the context of elections
In March - April 2019, the presidential election was held in Ukraine. A convincing victory was won by Volodymyr Zelensky, who is an ethnic Jew by origin. In this context, it should be noted that the cases of attempts to use anti-Semitic sentiment during the election campaign were sporadic and did not affect the overall election agenda.
● On January 28, the graffiti on lightboxes with the election campaigning of some presidential candidates, Yulia Tymoshenko and Volodymyr Zelensky, were found in Chernivtsi. Hexagonal stars (“the Stars of David”) and inscriptions such as “well-fed kike Judeo-Massons”, “Kapitelman Yulia - go retire on a minimum pension” etc. were painted on the campaign stands
. A complaint to open criminal proceedings under Art. 161 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine was filed to the police.
● On January 29, the anti-Semitic inscriptions were found on lightboxes with political advertising in Cherkasy. Yulia Tymoshenko's photo was labeled with the “STOP Jewish Fascism” inscription
.
● Another case of anti-Semitic inscriptions on political advertising lightboxes was recorded on March 19, in Cherkasy as well. White pig ears and snout, as well as a huge hexagonal star, were painted on the photo of Yulia Tymoshenko
.
● In March, “Zashkvarennye” (“The Disgraced”) cartoon series was featured on the YouTube account of “Pryamyi” TV and were shown to users as advertisements. The character of “Benzion” was depicted in the cartoons. Despite the announcement that “all cartoon characters are fictional and do not exist in the real world”, “Benzion” is visibly similar to businessman Ihor Kolomoyskyi, and other characters call him “Ihor Valeriyovych”. Benzion is depicted as a “boss” of Cheburashka, a character that looks like Volodymyr Zelensky. Benzion is a cunning, unscrupulous backstage puppeteer of Ukrainian politics and hates the president. His house is built of dollars. He is portrayed with typical Jewish attributes, for example, sometimes he wears kippah. On his birthday, the archetypal “Jews” with side-locks and distinctive hats, who speak a bit of Hebrew, come to his house
.
● On March 17, Dmytro Korchynsky, leader of the “Bratstvo” political party, commented on Zelensky's candidacy in the presidential election in his interview for the “Apostrof” web-site: “This is Kolomoyskyi's reckless attempt. And I do not think that the state should be ruled by Kolomoyskyi. I believe that an ethnic Ukrainian who believes in Ukrainian archetypes and tolerates the Ukrainian language should be the president of Ukraine. A Jew or Kazakh could be anyone at all, but the president is a national symbol. As well as we should have the Ukrainian national flag, not the flag of Israel or Kazakhstan, but the flag of Ukraine. Therefore, the president is a symbol, and this is his main function. Zelensky does not love the Ukrainian language, he is not an ethnic Ukrainian, so he cannot be a national symbol of Ukraine”
.
● On March 18, a similar opinion was expressed by political consultant Oleksandr Paliy on his Facebook page. He stated: “The President of Ukraine must be a Ukrainian and a Christian. The same with the vast majority of Ukrainians. Therefore, I will not vote for either Tymoshenko or Zelensky. Nor for other henchmen of foreign oligarchs”. However, he also noted that he respects Jews
.
In April, in the context of the presidential elections, the anti-Semitic statements were made by Dmytro Korchynskyi, a far-right publicist and leader of the “Bratstvo” political party and MP Nadiya Savchenko against those who were elected to the second round, Petro Poroshenko and Volodymyr Zelensky.
● On April 8, Nadiya Savchenko said during the interview: “Are you afraid that Zelensky is a Jew? We have Poroshenko, who speaks Yiddish, too”
.
A few days later, she wrote on her Twitter account: “Two Jews gave no choice to me and other Ukrainians. The same Jews will plunder Ukraine and Ukrainians again”
.
● Dmytro Korchynsky, who had negatively mentioned the ethnic origin of Volodymyr Zelensky before the first round of elections, had published a new campaign video on April 12. He states that “voting for Poroshenko is a sign of aristocracy”, and calls upon all the “majority”, whom he treats in a quite disrespectful manner, to vote for Zelensky (“I will vote for Poroshenko because I want to be a noble minority, and all you can vote for Zelensky”). Obviously, such a “call” is a form of agitation against Zelensky, and in the video, every reason to vote for him is in fact a reason against him (“slaves must elect someone who behaves like a slave, too”, etc.). The last of these pseudo-reasons is: “The choice of Kolomoyskyi and Zelensky is, to some extent, an apology of Ukrainians for Khmelnytskyi, for Koliyivshchyna, for the Jewish pogroms, for their participation in the Holocaust... For all the charges the fraternal Jewish people have for us”
.
● On June 9, as soon as “Sluha narodu” political party’s candidates for the Verkhovna Rada were announced, V. Chepurnyi,  a correspondent of the “Voice of Ukraine” parliamentary newspaper and a journalist from Chernihiv, on his Facebook page commented on the fact that a black athlete Jean Beleniuk had been added to the party list. His comment was explicitly racist and homophobic.
It should be noted that V. Chepurnyi's comment caused a public backlash
. A statement that the newspaper had “never had or shared a prejudiced attitude to people based on race, nationality, or religion” and an announcement that the editorial board was reviewing the appropriateness of V. Chepurnyi for the position of correspondent, was published on the “Voice of Ukraine” website
. However, V. Chepurnyi remained a correspondent of the “Voice of Ukraine”
.
In addition to his work as a correspondent for the parliamentary newspaper, he is also an editor of the “Sivershchyna” website, and the anti-Semitic publications were repeatedly published by him there. In the article entitled ““Azohen Vey” after the elections”, in an openly negative manner he writes that V. Zelensky is a “Russian-speaking” and “Pro-Russian Jew” and Tymoshenko is a “halachic Jew”. In this case, Israel was cited as an example for Ukraine, where, according to V.Chepurnyi, the number of Arabs in the Knesset is strictly limited, which is not true
.
In another article, V. Chepurnyi states that the rise to power of an “alien, when it comes to faith, nation, and language” is a serious problem for Ukraine. He notes that in such a situation, “Ukrainian inherited memory is waking up instinctively. And the Ukrainian begins to remember, what was the composition of the Bolshevik Sovnarkom and the Communist Party of Ukraine until 1953, who led the NKVD, who organized the Holodomor...”. Comparing I. Kolomoyskyi and L. Trotsky, the author notes: “At least, Trotsky forced his agitators to speak Ukrainian, but those of Kolomoyskyi, they did not even bother to speak the language of the core nation”
.
In addition to the articles by V. Chepurnyi, the anti-Semitic publications by different authors were published on the “Sivershchyna” website, as well
.
On July 21, early parliamentary elections were held in Ukraine.
Within the framework of antisemitism monitoring, of particular note is the All-Ukrainian Union “Svoboda”’s participation in the elections.
In addition to party members, the candidates from partner organizations, - the members of the Right Sector, the National Corps, and some other political groups were also included in Svoboda’s list this year.
Several candidates who were listed or running with the support of the Svoboda party, as well as some allies in single-member circles, were found to use anti-Semitic rhetoric previously
.
Most famous, although not the only one anti-Semitic speech of Oleh Tyahnybok, candidate #1 on the Svoboda’s list, took place on Yavoryna mountain in 2004. In this speech, he paid tribute to the soldiers of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army, who, according to his opinion, “fought against the Muscovites, fought the Germans, fought against the kikes and other evil that wanted to tear our Ukrainian state from us”, and called the participants of the event the force most frightening for the “Muscovite-Jewish mafia who rules Ukraine”
.
Andriy Biletsky, the leader of the National Corps, is candidate #2 on the list. Previously, he has taken the liberty to make numerous racist and anti-Semitic statements. In particular, it was stated in the program article “Ukrainian Social-Nationalism”, that was signed by his name: “All our nationalism is just nothing, a sandcastle, without the blood foundation, the foundation of the Race. […] The treatment of our National Body must begin with the Racial Cleansing of the Nation. And then a healthy National spirit will be regenerated in a healthy Racial body, and it will rekindle the culture, language, and everything else. Apart from the issue of purity, we must also pay attention to the Race integrity. Ukrainians are the part of the European White Race, one of the largest and top quality parts. This Race is the creator of a great civilization and the highest human achievement. Our nation's historic mission in this watershed century is to lead the White Peoples of the world on the last crusade for existence. A crusade against Semitic-led untermenschen”
.
Dmytro Yarosh and Andriy Tarasenko, the candidates #3 and #4, are known for their homophobic views, supported by the generalized Christian and conservative stance. However, they are not known for anti-Semitic statements. By contrast, it can be stated that Dmytro Yarosh has consistently and persistently displayed ethnic and religious tolerance. Ruslan Koshulynskyi, Svoboda’s presidential ex-candidate and candidate #5 on the list had also supported homophobic initiatives and was not known for anti-Semitic statements, either.
B. Beniuk, a famous actor and deputy head of Svoboda is candidate #6.  He has been taken the liberty to make anti-Semitic statements earlier. In one of his interviews, he stated, “Do you know how Jews act? The ID of the core inhabitant of Israel indicates that the person was born in, let’s say, 4324. And the paper of a migrant indicates that he was born in 1957. So, the one whose ID confirms he was born in 4324, has the best job and the highest salary”
. Of course, this is not true
. It is also specific, that in his anti-Israeli propaganda about “how the Jews act”, the speaker of Svoboda, who in 2012-2014 served on the Parliamentary Committee on Human Rights, is not outraged by such discrimination, it is perceived as a role model: “They do the right thing. And everyone is completely perceptive. […] First, you should respect yourself and your people. And everything will be fine then”
.
Yuriy Syrotyuk is the candidate #10 on the list and a member of the “Svoboda” party. He is known for his anti-Semitic, anti-Georgian
, and racist statements
. In particular, on August 22, 2015, in his speech during the “She.FEST”, - the All-Ukrainian Charitable Festival about Taras Shevchenko, in Moryntsi village (Cherkasy region), the native village of the poet, Y. Syrotyuk said: “Let these kikes go to their country, to Israel, to be elected there, and do not bother the Ukrainians in our country”. According to the speech’s context, he mentioned Petro Poroshenko, the President of Ukraine
.
Now he is a member of the Kyiv City Council. Last year, his initiative to organize a celebration of the Koliyivshchyna at the city level caused a public outcry
. According to Y. Syrotyuk, “these events of the Koliyivshchyna are a warning to all enemies of the Ukrainian nation, the invaders, the aggressors, and the Ukrainophobes, who encroach upon the desire of Ukrainians to live peacefully on their God-given land”
. The explanatory note of the draft decision, signed by Y. Syrotyuk was written in the manner of straightforward glorification of the participants of the “uprising of the Ukrainians against the arbitrariness of the Polish invaders” in order of “honoring” the “national heroes, the Haydamaks”. The purpose of celebrations is justified by the fact that “national consciousness, which is based on unique historical fate, and is not similar to the neighboring ones, is a prerequisite for ethnic unity”.
Andriy Mokhnyk is candidate #16 in the list, he has been taken the liberty to make anti-Semitic statements earlier. So, according to his opinion, there were “Jewish commissars”, who “inculcated the Soviet regime, which murdered more than 20 million Ukrainians here”
. Perhaps because of this, a rally was held in front of the Israeli Embassy by a group of “Svoboda” activists led by A.Mokhnyk, who demanded to acknowledge the Holodomor as a genocide
.
       Oleksiy Kayida is candidate #17 on the list, and an ex-MP, as well. He is the deputy mayor of Ivano-Frankivsk and worked in the Ternopil city administration earlier. According to Ternopil media, he denied the Jewish community to obtain the worship building in order of restitution, citing his ideological position: ““Svoboda” will not build the synagogues. As a Christian, I support my church. And let your church be supported by Kolomoyskyi”
. Unfortunately, it is impossible to ascertain the reliability of this quote. However, the facts are facts: none of the buildings of the former synagogues was made over for the Jewish community in Ternopil. It is the only city of all the Ukrainian regional centers, except the new ones, Sieverodonetsk and Kramatorsk, who have this situation
. The community has to rent the premises. According to community leaders, the barriers announced by local governments are artificial, and “Svoboda” is responsible for it
. Besides, in 2012 O. Kayida supported the “Novaya ternopilskaya gazeta” (“New Ternopil Newspaper”), which published racist articles with illustrations depicting African students as monkeys. He claimed that the outcry was just an “encroachment on the freedom of speech”
.
        Candidate #18 was politically uncommitted Arsentiy Klimachov (who went under the Right Sector’s quota, most likely). He is the leader of “Sokira Peruna” music band, which is, according to his words, “the propaganda group”. The band performs songs with openly neo-Nazi and racist lyrics. In particular, he claimed that the Holocaust was a “Zionist lie” using by “Jews to make you a servant”
 in his poems.

Some candidates who used anti-Semitic rhetoric ran on the “Svoboda” ticket (some of them as self-nominated candidates, supported by the party and its partners) in single-member territorial majoritarian districts. Let us take a close look at the most famous persons.
      Iryna Farion, the candidate in the Lviv district #116 is known for her numerous xenophobic statements. In particular, she is known for her pseudo-scientific “linguistic examination”, when she explained the reasons to use the word “kike”: “There is an organic hyperbolic antithesis of “us” and “them”, namely, Ukrainian vs. kike, German or Muscovite, becomes a means of affirmation of a correspondent ideologeme, which is a successful, acute and forceful sociopolitical maneuver”
.
Yury Mikhalchyshyn, a “Svoboda” MP in 2012-2014, was formally nominated as a non-party candidate for the neighboring district #115. According to campaign materials
, he was supported by “Svoboda” and its election allies. His views can be described as neo-Nazi ones. In particular, he translated and published articles of the Nazi propaganda classics together with his articles about an image of true “revolutionary social-nationalist”
. His Livejournal account, which he ran until 2013, is called Nachtigal88. In one of his public lectures Y. Mikhalchyshyn called the Holocaust “a bright period of European history”
.        

Ihor Miroshnychenko is “Svoboda” ex-MP, too; he was running as a self-nominee in the Kyiv district #212 while remaining a member of the party. When he was elected to the parliament of the previous convocation, he became “notable” with his anti-Semitic statements toward the “kike” Mila Kunis, an American actress of Ukrainian descent
.
It should be noted that, in recent years, the “Svoboda” party has become much softer when it comes to anti-Semitic statements. Previously, antisemitism had an important role in the party's ideology
. So far, some of the most shameless anti-Semitic publications have been removed or edited on the party's official website. But it has never apologized for the racist remarks and no statements about the ideological review have been made.
Homophobic rhetoric is still widespread among nationalist organizations. It can be cautiously stated that homophobia became a priority target for hate speech of right-wing radicals.
According to the election results, the list of “Svoboda” obtained 2.25% of the popular vote and did not clear the electoral threshold. Despite the alliance, much less support was provided for national-radicals compared to the 2014 parliamentary elections. Five years ago, 4.71% of voters supported “Svoboda”. Additionally, 1.8% of the vote that year was won by the “Right Sector”, also a national-radical party, now united with “Svoboda” to run the elections.
This year, only one candidate from “Svoboda”, O. Savchuk, won a seat in the parliament. She was running in a single-member district in Ivano-Frankivsk, and no xenophobic statements have been found.
Other national-radical parties failed to hold any of their representatives in the Verkhovna Rada.
Thus, the election results have shown a clear decline in the right-wing forces.
Anti-Semitic rhetoric was scarcely used for campaigning during the parliamentary elections, even to a lesser extent than during the presidential one. The inscriptions “kike” on the agitation posters of “Samopomich” candidate A.Moskalenko (single-member majoritarian district #115 in the Lviv region) are among the few recorded examples
. 

4.2. Conflicts in Uman 
● On the evening of January 18, a monument with the crucifixion on the bank of a pond was vandalized in Uman. The feet of the plaster sculpture of Jesus were broken by a group of pilgrims from the United States
. The incident was recorded by surveillance cameras, so it became possible to identify the suspects.
The criminal proceedings were opened under part 3 of Art. 161 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine. Initially, ten pilgrims were detained by police
. After the identification of two persons directly involved in the act of vandalism, the other detainees were released. The suspects were in a state of severe intoxication. 
Joel Lion, Israeli Ambassador to Ukraine, immediately condemned the actions of the vandals and hoped that the crime would not violate the coexistence of religious communities
.
It is to be noted that the crucifixion was installed by the anti-Hasidic movement activists in 2013 without the permission of the local authorities. It is understood that the cross was deliberately installed there, as pilgrim prayers are traditionally held there. So, they pray toward crucifixion, which is unacceptable for Orthodox Jews. Rabbi Nachman of Breslov Charitable Foundation has repeatedly appealed to the City Council to move the crucifixion to another location, but the requests were left unattended.
● On January 20, a small anti-Semitic rally was organized in Uman by the representatives of the “National Corps” party and affiliated National Brigades movement. Technically, the rally was dedicated to supporting the anti-corruption protests in Odesa. However, openly anti-Semitic statements were made during the speeches. The anti-Semitic nature of the event was apparently linked to recent acts of vandalism toward crucifixion.
One of the speakers said that the “kikes” had derided faith and the state. And if they do not follow the rules, they will be treated brutally
.
Another speaker E. Ustynovych, the local chairman of the National Brigades, addressed the following words to “everyone who cares”: “The situation with these kikes is extremely difficult. They believe they can buy people for their dollars, and the land, the faith, and our hope. But this will not happen. We will achieve our goals. And these kikes, the degenerates, who desecrated Jesus Christ, must be responsible for their actions and criminal acts. They mocked our faith and freedom. They are a disease of our city, and the disease must be “treated”. If it is gangrene, then it must be cut off and forgotten. So I ask each and every person who cares to support us”
.
According to the video
, from 15 to 20 people took part in the event.
Later in the evening, a group of six youngsters (who highly probably participated in the rally) moved to Pushkinska street, where the tomb of Rabbi Nachman was located and threw a bottle of inflammable mixture towards the tomb. The incident took place a few dozen meters away, so it is difficult to classify it as vandalism based on antisemitism
.
● On October 11, graffiti was painted in the Hasidic pilgrimage area of Uman. Society perceived it as a neo-Nazi one. A man with Hitler's features was depicted. His mouth was painted with red paint, which symbolizes the blood. He was holding a brush with traces of red paint on it. Next to the image, it was inscribed in red “Ruf leichtt verlieren, schwer zu verdienen…” (“It is easy to lose the reputation, but difficult to earn” in German).
The graffiti alerted Joel Lion, Israel's Ambassador to Ukraine. On his Twitter page, he called to convict the perpetrators and bring them to justice
.
On the same day, the National Police of the Cherkasy region detained a potential author of graffiti. He is charged with the production and propagation of Nazi symbols and the propaganda of totalitarian regimes.
The inscription, Hitler's face, and Nazi symbols were painted out by public utility workers
.

4.3. The visit of Benjamin Netanyahu
● The visit of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to Ukraine (August 18-20) was accompanied by the backlash of the marginal anti-Semites. However, the visit, in general, took place on good terms.
Most of the unrestrained comments concerned an incident that occurred at Boryspil airport shortly after the Israeli delegation arrived, when the prime minister's wife, instead of eating, had allegedly thrown the crumbs of bread she had been given. A lot of comments on the social networks stated it was a neglect of Ukrainian traditions and etiquette.
However, these commentators drew attention to the sequence of B. Netanyahu, who ignored the initiative of Ukrainian President V. Zelensky, who wanted Israel to acknowledge Holodomor as a genocide of the Ukrainian people. To some extent, it has contributed to the spread of one of the arguments of modern anti-Semites that “the Jews do not recognize the Holodomor”.
However, it should be emphasized that such emotional discussions took place on social networks and comment sections of news channels only and did not go beyond it.
The most absurd anti-Semitic response to the Israeli Prime Minister's visit was on the areas occupied by Russia and Russia itself
. Marat Bashirov, ex-chairman of the so-called “Council of Ministers of the Luhansk People's Republic” and Russian political technologist had stated, that Israel was creating a “reserve airdrome” or “reserve state”, and Ukraine “with its huge debts” and “Donbas conflict” was the most likely variant of the new “Promised Land”
. It is important to add that such views are not fringe to the Russian political elite. Similar ideas were previously expressed by Putin's adviser S.Glazyev
.

4.4. Other public manifestations of antisemitism
● On September 5, Irma Krat, the infamous activist who sometimes calls herself a journalist, posted a provocative story about the vigorous defense of her right to rest on Odesa’s beach on Facebook. According to her, the territory was allegedly rented for the whole evening by the Jewish community, so the beach workers showed all the Ukrainians from the beach
.
As far as we can tell, this story was a fictional one, but it became well-known. The blogger Eduard Dolinsky became the first person to draw the public's attention to this story via his Facebook page. Subsequently, Irma Krat's narrative was cited on social networks
 and blogs, through the lens of anti-Ukrainian sentiment, as well
.
● On October 14, a kind of anti-Semitic performance took place at the entrance of the Brodsky Synagogue in Kyiv.
About ten people stood at the entrance to the synagogue, they were holding posters and a doll whose “face” was depicted on a piece of paper with a photo of businessman Ihor Kolomoyskyi, president of the United Jewish Community of Ukraine. “SOS! He is back” was the text of one of the posters. Some protesters raised their right hands in the form of a Nazi salute. The doll was doused with red paint and left on the steps to the entrance. The participants left the place quickly.
The performance lasted for as many as two minutes. The police arrived 10 minutes later. No one was detained.
The incident caught the attention of the Israeli Embassy in Ukraine
.
On the same day, the events to commemorate the Ukrainian Insurgent Army took place in Kyiv. Ukrainian nationalists were actively engaged. However, there was hardly a link between the performance at the synagogue and the activities organized by nationalist groups. The inscription on the poster was in Russian, which is atypical for Ukrainian national radical activists.
● On October 14, a YouTube video with openly anti-Semitic content was released.
In a video, Dmytro Pelykh, a resident of Dnipro city, appeals to the authorities with a request to pay attention to corruption schemes, allegedly initiated by the Chabad religious community,  in his city. The typical anti-Semitic cliché phrases were used in his speech, which was in line with familiar online propaganda against the Chabad community
.
It should be noted that despite the sufficiently emotional content of the speech, the video was quite toneless. D. Pelykh's gaze was shifty, as if he was reading the text. His Facebook page was created the same day the video was released. It was quite empty, except for one photo and links to the YouTube channel. All this suggests that Pelykh was just a proxy in this conflict.
D. Pelykh was supported by Vyacheslav Osievsky, a blogger known for his propaganda videos with a lot of anti-Semitic comments
.
● On November 19, “5 kanal” TV-channel featured a music clip from the “Treasure Island “cartoon in its “Hrupa prodovzhenoho dna” program. The original song was replaced with a sarcastic story about “Benya the boy”
. It was easy to guess that businessman Ihor Kolomoyskyi was the object of satire. The video consisted of quite the obvious signs of anti-Semitic hate speech. While speaking about the airline associated with Ihor Kolomoysky, the characters of the video were singing: “...Then the business struggle became harder - Azohen Vey! Someone has the low-coaster, but he has the Holocaust!”.
Michael Tkach, Executive Director of the United Jewish Community of Ukraine headed by Kolomoyskyi, complied the anti-Semitic incident to the National Police, the Security Service of Ukraine and the Ministry of Internal Affairs
. In a special statement, the Association of Jewish Organizations and Communities (Vaad) of Ukraine condemned the exploitation of negative ethnic stereotypes in the video and emphasized that any mentions of the Holocaust in a satirical context were unacceptable
.
Responding to the Vaad’s statement, the editorial board of “5 kanal” TV-channel posted an apology on its Facebook page (no other official platforms of the channel had published this text)
. It’s important to mention some comments on the publication were anti-Semitic too. The commentators were outraged that “the Jews did not acknowledge the Holodomor as genocide”, etc.
The aforementioned “Hrupa prodovzhenoho dna” release was removed from all the official platforms of “5 kanal” TV-channel.
● In the last weeks of November, the speculations about the liberalization of the land market became the most common topic for anti-Semitic publications on social networks. From time to time, posts have been published claiming that the better half of Ukraine’s land will be allegedly sold to Israeli citizens.
Even famous bloggers exploited this topic. The infamous children's writer Larysa Nitsoy asked the audience, whether it was true that “the Knesset of Israel had allocated $84 billion to purchase the Ukrainian land”
. On his Facebook page Andriy Verlan’, a musician who has already become well-known for his parodies of President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelensky, posted another satire with a remark on behalf of the President, according to the plot, that “we sell Ukrainian land to Jews only”
.

5. Adversary issues of historical memory

Memorial Cemetery in Kolomyia
For some years now there has been a long-running conflict between the Jewish community and the city authorities about the Jewish Memorial Cemetery in Kolomyia (Ivano-Frankivsk region).
This cemetery was practically destroyed in the Soviet period. The land where it is located is part of the city square.
In 1995, the city council labeled this area as a “memorial cemetery territory” and allowed the Jewish Religious Community of Kolomyia to develop and implement a site improvement project.
It was a long search for funds for the cemetery’s restoration. By 2015, the community succeeded to raise donations from private philanthropists from different countries, to prepare a project and start it. The square/cemetery area was blocked. The installation of “walls of memory” from fragments of matzevas, the tombstones, had started along the pathways. About 1300 matzevas in various conditions were found in the city. In Soviet times, they were used for yards and street pavements
.
But the locals have gotten used to the area as a park already. The limited access to the park due to the building of a memorial center caused a public outcry. This was partially due to a large signboard in Hebrew, as well as the fact that it went along with the felling of trees. Opponents of the community-initiated reconstruction project claim that in 1991 the cemetery area was recognized as a heritage site, which means that not only the City Council but also the Ministry of Culture permissions are needed. The Jewish community has no permission from the Ministry of Culture for construction works
.
The confrontation between the Jewish community and the urban community has led to vandalism that destroyed the Jewish sites repeatedly. Several youngsters who in December 2015 had smashed the flagstones prepared for “walls of memory”, were identified and convicted. In 2019, anti-Semitic graffiti were painted on memory walls.
In February 2017, a group of local nationalist activists performed an arbitrary installation of crucifixion on the Jewish memorial cemetery because in that place there were “mortal remains of several Ukrainians shot by Germans in the 1940s”. The Jewish community demanded to dismantle it, appealing to the lack of permission for the installation
.
In May 2018, all the construction work was stopped. The Jewish community was prohibited from taking out the rubbish and trimming bushes by the city council.
On September 6, 2018, the city council labeled the former territory of the cemetery a “memorial square” and started to work out a municipal improvement project. The city council seized the site from the community. The community tried to appeal the decision in court. On February 20, 2019, the Ivano-Frankivsk District Administrative Court declined the appeal
.
On July 1, the Lviv Administrative Court of Appeal upheld the Jewish community’s claim and overturned the decision of the Kolomyia City Council to change the status of the cemetery. Opponents of the Jewish community permitted themselves to make anti-Semitic statements during the hearings
. Some locals reacted adversely to the court's decision. The conflict has been frequently commented online with anti-Semitic statements
.
Therefore, it is possible to predict that the conflict will continue. 

Construction on the site of executions in Poltava
Last year, another conflict between local authorities and Jewish communities over area development plans on a possible site of WWII massacres had happened in Poltava.
According to historians, there was a cemetery in the XIX century and more than 30,000 people were shot at that place during the occupation. The area is also known as Pushkarivsky Yar. A memorial to Jews killed by the Nazis and a Mournful Mother monument are located nearby.
In 2017, human remains were discovered during the installation of utility systems to the site of the future construction of the new residential neighborhood. The City Council and the contracting firm denied that any human bones had been found in the course of the works
. However, the National Police instituted criminal proceedings over the discovered human remains.
In February 2019, the city council announced the intention to conduct an auction for renting the building sites, including the area of Pushkarivsky Yar. Andriy Lyamin, the deputy mayor of Poltava, claimed that the shootings place was not there, but historians denied his statement
. The public appealed to the City Council to suspend the execution of the auction decision before the examination to determine whether there were human remains on the construction sites. In April, locals collected signatures on a petition demanding to stop the auction and not to provide these sites for construction.
In May, a field meeting of the city administration and deputies of the City Council was held in the Pushkarivsky Yar area. The officials tried to convince the activists and the public that there were no human burials at the construction site
.
The activists were supported by Jewish organizations, namely, Vaad of Ukraine, “Chabad-Lubavitch” Jewish Religious Community of Poltava, and Poltava’s community of progressive Judaism. These organizations also appealed to the ambassadors of Israel, the United States, and Germany to join the restoration of historical justice.
In June, the conflict became an international one. On June 13, a letter to the mayor of Poltava was sent by Joel Lion, the Ambassador of Israel, who insisted that the sale of the Pushkarivsky Yar site was unacceptable.
On June 26, at the session of the City Council, Poltava deputies decided to exclude those mass grave sites from the list of those proposed for auction.
Buddhist stupa at the cemetery in Kyiv
On June 12, human remains were accidentally found during the construction of a new facility in the National Botanical Garden named by M.M. Hryshko.  Long ago, there was a city Jewish cemetery that was demolished in the 1930s. After the discovery of human remains, Moshe Reuven Azman, the chief (according to the All-Ukrainian Congress of Jewish Religious Communities) rabbi of Ukraine, filed a report on his behalf to the police demanding the construction works to be stopped
. That year the construction of a Buddhist stupa, a symbolic copy of the largest Buddhist temple in Borobudur, started in that place
. It was initiated by the Embassy of Indonesia. After the report of Rabbi Azman, the works were suspended for some time, but on July 23, the news about the finish of the building in the Botanical Garden was published
. It was impossible to establish whether the construction moved from the area where the remains were found or not. Moshe Azman has observed silence about the construction in the botanical garden, at least when it comes to public speaking.
Memorial cemetery in Sambir
Another controversy has flared over the installation of monuments at the “Pamyatay” (“Remember”) Memorial Center in Sambir (Lviv region).
This is one of the oldest Jewish cemeteries in Ukraine. In the 1990s, it was renovated under the sponsorship of Jack Gardner, an American philanthropist. He initiated the establishment of a memorial square, too.
The activities of the Jewish community dealing with historical memory have caused the mixed reactions of some locals who believe the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) fighters were executed by the firing squad in that area. In response to Jack Gardner’s initiative, three crucifixions were installed on the cemetery by radical nationalists.
In the 2000s Mark Freeman, a lawyer from Canada, had taken the lead. After many years of negotiations with the local authorities, the creation of the “Pamyatay” Memorial Park to commemorate all the victims of World War II in Sambir was agreed. It was also decided that the crucifixions would be moved to another place. The project was designed and implemented with the support of the “Canadian Friends of the Former Jewish Cemetery in Sambir” and the “Ukrainian-Jewish Meeting” organizations. The authorities' willingness to negotiate with Canadian Jewish organizations has sparked the anti-Semitic response of some local radicals
.
On August 21, a ceremony of consecration of monument to OUN fighters and a funeral prayer over the mass grave with some 1,500 Jews buried, took place with the participation of Major Archbishop Sviatoslav (Shevchuk), the Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, Metropolitan Epiphanius (Dumenko) and Yaakov Dov Bleich, President of the Association of Jewish Religious Organizations of Ukraine
.
Despite the compromise, the conflict over the memorial site in Sambir was fueled by radicals and troublemakers. On the one hand, some anti-Semites claimed that the Jews were cynically displacing Orthodox symbols and seizing the land. For example, Bohdan Khodakovsky, leader of the “Tradytsiya i poryadok” (“Tradition and Order”) organization, commented on the situation in an anti-Semitic way
. Attempts to dismantle crucifixions for transportation have faced opposition
.
On the other side, many people were outraged by the participation of the rabbi at the consecration of the monument to OUN fighters. In particular, E. Dolinsky, director of the Ukrainian Jewish Committee, has indicted OUN members for murdering Jews
.
6. Fake messages
On June 3 Eduard Dolinsky, director of the Ukrainian Jewish Committee, reported
 an “attack” of the “National Corps” (according to his words, perhaps “a division of the Azov Battalion”) to the “Kharkiv office of the Ukrainian Jewish Committee”. He also claimed that the Israeli Cultural Center and the office of the Consul of the State of Israel in Kharkiv were located in the same building. The date of the “attack” was not specified in the message.
In fact, there was no “attack” on the “office of the Ukrainian Jewish Committee”
.
The actual reason for E. Dolinsky’s manipulative message was the public rally that took place on May 23 in Kharkiv. It was mainly attended by entrepreneurs who trade in the “Barabashovo” market. Most of the market is owned by AVEK Corporation, headed by Oleksandr Feldman. He is a deputy and rules the Ukrainian Jewish Committee formally, but the organization’s activity was limited to the Facebook posts of its director E. Dolinsky in the last 6 years. The reason for the rally was a conflict in the market, which has been going on for the second straight year. Many entrepreneurs claim that they are facing pressure from the administration, who force them to pay the rent off the box, and the amount of this informal “rent” is increasing constantly. An initiative group was formed by salespeople. In recent months, they have claimed physical assaults and arson attacks.
Activists of the “National Corps” right-wing political party joined the protest. According to the “Barabashovo” market administration, it was a coordinated raider attack. Many observers believe that Gennady Kernes is the mastermind of the raidership.
On May 23, the rally began at the regional police department building. The participants demanded an investigation of previous attacks on entrepreneurs. Then the event moved to the courtyard of AVEC Corporation office. Young people from among football hooligans and members of the National Corps used pyrotechnics (the so-called “fusees”) and painted the graffiti “Feldman is a thief” on the porch of the office.
No anti-Semitic statements or slogans were recorded for this event. The fact that Feldman is both the owner of the AVEC corporation, the “Barabashovo” market, and the president of the Ukrainian Jewish Committee, was not articulated and was not significant for the protesters. Of course, there is no “Kharkiv office of the Ukrainian Jewish Committee” in the building. The premises of the Israeli Cultural Center and the office of the Consul of the State of Israel are located in a neighboring building, not in the building of AVEC corporation's office. The protesters couldn’t know about this since there was no signboard.
The attempt of Eduard Dolinsky to pass a protest against the violence and demands for the investigation of crimes committed on the basis of economic conflict as an attack on the office of a Jewish organization is just deliberate misinformation.
7. Law enforcement and public authorities activity
On February 20, Valeriy Sushkevych,  Commissioner of the President of Ukraine on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, sent a letter to Lutsk City Council requesting to verify the facts he got to know from Lyudmila Zhukova,  a local resident. Her appeal was concerned with the “warehouses” that were allegedly attached to her house and bothered her and her family. However, the text is full of paranoid anti-Semitic rhetoric. The letter begins with the statement that the family had been “abused by Lutsk kikes” and then continued with phrases about “scabby kikes”. According to the author, there is no reason to contact the local authorities, as the mayor’s post was also “seized by a kike". Judging by her text, she is determined to fight the “kikes-ruled genocide”
.
On February 18, Vasyl Hrytsak, the head of the Security Service of Ukraine, held a briefing to divulge that Russian intelligence services were mounting the provocations against some religious sites to ignite interfaith and ethnic hatred. The churches of the UOC-MP, the Roman Catholic, and Armenian churches, as well as several synagogues, were among the two dozen targets for these provocations
.
On March 15, the prosecutor was supposed to read out the charges to a criminal group in the Pechersk District Court in Kyiv. According to the investigation, the offenders are responsible for more than two dozen xenophobic provocations and acts of vandalism against Jewish, Polish, and Hungarian community infrastructure. However, the court session was postponed again due to technical issues
.
As it is known, another member of the group was detained in January 2020, and trials are ongoing.
The Marushynets Case
In December 2019, it became known about the return of Vasyl Marushynets, ex-consul of Ukraine, to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine. Last May, V. Marushynets had caused an international scandal due to numerous statements on his Facebook page that stirred up ethnic hatred, namely, anti-Semitic sentiments and denial of the Holocaust. On May 31, 2018, an order to fire the consul was issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine. The ex-consul tried to appeal his dismissal in the Kyiv District Administrative Court, but the court confirmed the lawfulness of the decision. In November this year, V. Marushynets succeeded in appealing the decision of the District Court in the Sixth Court of Appeal of Kyiv at first instance. The court ordered the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to reinstate V. Marushynets in office and pay him the average wage for the time of his enforced absence. Since the council position was already occupied in Hamburg, V. Marushynets was reinstated at the central office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as a Secretary of the Security Department of the Department of the counteraction to threats from the Russian Federation
.
V. Marushynets’ reinstatement caused a new wave of international condemnation. In particular, the Israeli Embassy in Ukraine expressed its astonishment at the Ukrainian court’s decision and hoped the Foreign Ministry’s decisive action to dismiss Marushynets from office
.
On December 17, a cassation appeal was filed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the Supreme Court regarding the decision of reinstatement. The Supreme Court left the complaint without consideration
. V. Marushynets’ worldview remains the same, definitely. He posts xenophobic statements and encourages other users for such comments on his Facebook pages, as well, namely “the power is for ethnic Ukrainians only” or “each and every reasonable person in this world is an anti-Semite now”
.
8. Civil society’s activities
● Ganna Vyshnyakova, a Jewish activist and MFA employee, tried to bring to justice an anti-Semitic and Nazi literature dealer who had set up his tray on Independence Square, the center of Kyiv. The man was detained by the police
.
● On February 11, the United Jewish Community of Ukraine disseminated the 2018 Report on Anti-Semitism in Ukraine
.
According to the anonymous authors, “there is an increase of antisemitism manifestations at the mundane level in Ukraine, as well as manifestations of vandalism”. It is worth noting that this thesis contradicts the facts
, and was not confirmed by the data in the report.
· On March 27, the result of the “Russkiy mir” (“Russian world”) and the elections in Ukraine according to the VKontakte publications” survey was published by “Internews Ukraine” civil organization. One million profiles of the Ukrainian segment of this social network and almost 10 million posts were analyzed.
Among other issues, the experts stated that the Ukrainian segment of this network is an area of acute forms of hate speech. According to researchers, antisemitism is the norm for political posts there. For example, Zelensky is called “Khabatovets” or “Khabadnik”, which is, “a member of Chabad”. According to modern anti-Semitic mythology, Chabad, as one of the Hasidic movements, is an organization that seeks to rule the world via financial and media control. Petro Poroshenko is called “Petya Waltzman” and Yulia Tymoshenko is “Judah Volodymyrivna” or “Yulia Kapitelman” there. The logic of the “Russian World”’s general narrative about the confrontation in eastern Ukraine, etc. includes Anti-Semitism. According to the popular belief of VKontakte’s users, the war in Donbas was stirred up by “Judeo-Massons”
.
● On November 21, the results of research on anti-Semitic attitudes in the world were published on the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) website
. ADL is the world's oldest organization, which was specifically designed to fight antisemitism. The main conclusion of the ADL was that the level of antisemitism had not decreased compared to the 2015 survey - actually, it had increased in some countries. 
Ukraine was one of 18 countries selected for the polls. ADL researchers concluded that 72% of Ukrainians agree with the stereotype that the government and business in the country are controlled by Jews, predominantly. According to ADL research, the level of antisemitism has increased by 14% in the country.
The research has aroused mistrust of Ukrainian experts in this field
. The questions formulations and outdated methodology of social scientists, as well as a biased approach toward the selection of countries and unrepresentative sampling within the country, were criticized.
However, it has raised some concerns about the alleged increase of antisemitism in Ukraine. The results of a study with provocative headlines in the media, such as ”Ukraine demonstrates one of the highest levels of antisemitism in Europe”
 or “The vast majority of Ukrainians believe in an anti-Semitic conspiracy theory”
.
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